As per the available literature and information in the draft Management Plan of the Pench Tiger Reserve, almost nothing is known about the insects occurring in the Pench Tiger Reserve (PTR), Seoni. Insects represent more than 70% of the fauna in a terrestrial ecosystem and also play an important role in food chain for the natural balance. A systematic study of invertebrates particularly butterflies has not been carried out from most of the wildlife reserves in Madhya Pradesh including PTR. A consultancy service to conduct the faunal survey in seven sites has been assigned to the Zoological Survey of India under the GEF sponsored "India Eco-development project". PTR is one of the seven sites of this ambitious project that has been under implementation since the year 1997.
The study on faunal diversity of PTR has commenced from May 2001, and the samples of almost all groups of insects were collected during May-July 2001. More than 2000 insects of different groups were collected from more than 20 localities which included 119 specimens of butterflies. The butterflies represented 38 species in eight families (Table 1) . Study on their abubdance showed that 11 species were common and 13 species very common. Whereas 14 species were recorded to be rare in PTR. All 38 species are first records from PTR. The common names are according to Evans (1932) and Varshney (1983) . The recent names are after Varshney (1993 Varshney ( , 1994 Kalatop-Khajjiar Wildlife Sanctuary has no consolidated and authentic record of butterflies. A number of surveys were made from September 2000 to August 2001, which resulted in the enumeration of 49 species belonging to 38 genera in nine families (Table 1) . After refering publications of butterflies of the region (Philip de Rhe, 1936; Wynter-Blyth, 1940 , 1945 , 1946 , 1957 Mani, 1986) , Lethe scanda Moore, Ypthima lycus deN. and Ypthima ceylonica hubneri Kirby turned out to be first records for Himachal Pradesh.
